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Aortic aneurysms - epidemiology and therapeutic options Abstract. Aortic aneurysms can arise in any part of the aorta between its root and its bifurcation. Men over the age of 65 are most commonly affected while the prevalence increases with age. Risk factors are identical with those for any atherosclerotic disease. Treatment is always invasive while its indication depends on the expected risk of rupture (which in turn depends on the maximum diameter) and the risk of the treatment itself. While perioperative mortality rates are significantly lower after endovascular than after open aneurysm repair, long-term mortality rates are not.